Board 1
North Deals
None Vul

4 102
vy KQ52
¢ 62
& A9832

West

Pass
All pass

Opening Leads

o AKJ6
v J96
¢ KQJ87
& J
W N - : /5;;07
¢ 10953
S . Q1074
4 Q9873
v 843
¢ A4
& K65
North East South
1¢ Pass 1e
3al Pass 44

1. Jumping alevel, to show above-
minimum strength, with four-card

support

A traditional "4th highest of the longest and

strongest suit" # 3 is most unwise here for West.

Declarer can win all 13 tricks.

Instead the "Top of a Sequence" ¥ K givesthe
defense a chance to get them down -1

Board 2
East Dedls
N-SVul

4 1087
vy A952
¢ KJ32
& 64

West

142
3NT4

4 53
vy Q1063
¢ Q974
& 532
N a4 AKQ
vy K74
W E NN
S 4 J10987
4 J9642
v J8
¢ 1086
& AKQ
North East South
1 Pass!
Pass 2NT3 Pass
All pass

1. Tempting to overcall 14, but the suitis
SO ropy.

2. Responding the cheaper of four-card
suits ensures that no fit goes a-begging.
If opener has hearts, he can now rebid 1

4

3. Jumping to show 17-19 balanced
4. Enough points (25) for game - just

Against atrump contract, South would have no
hesitation in leading out atop club.

Defending 3NT however it would be the
difference between defeating the contract or

them making it.

Length is key, so aspade lead (any one) isthe
correct lead to defeat the contract..



Board 3 & 10754

South Deals v Q104
E-W Vul ¢ 53
& K986
& AQ2 N & J963
v J75 W E v 9632
¢ K942 ¢ A6
& 1053 S . 742
4 K8
vy AK8
¢ QJ1087
* AQJ
West North East South
2NT
Pass 3al Pass 342
Pass 3NT All pass

1. Stayman - arequest for four card mgors
2. No mgjor

4th highest longest and strongest West lead ¢ 2
won by East.

East may automatically just return the diamond,
but on reflection worked out his partner only
held 4 (Rule of 11 plusit was the 2) so declarer
had 5 diamonds (given dummy).

So what suit to lead back ? Dummy's weakest
suit was spades. 4 3 was bound to work well
playing through declarer to establish partners
Spades.

Asit turned out, the right move, with contract
going 2 down. It would have made with the
diamond return.

Board 4 4 Q1087
West Deals v 9863
Both Vul ¢ 982
& 92
& 42 N o K53
v Q1052 W e v KJ7
¢ AKJ7 ¢ Q4
& KJ8 Sl . AQ1065
o AJI96
vy A4
¢ 10653
& 743
West North East South
INT Pass 3NT All pass

North leadsthe # 7, and dummy plays low.

Using Rule of 11, there are four higher cards
than the lead in the other 3 hands. Y ou can see
htree in your hand and one in dummy, so declarer
has none higher.

You must play the ¢ 6 (key play) leaving partner
on lead, so that he can lead a second spade
through dummy's king.

Four spade tricks plus the Ace of hertas means
down one.



Board 5
South Dedls
N-SVul

L
vy 97643

¢ 654
% J1094

West

Passt

3NT

& AB87
v QJS8
¢ Q1087
& AQS8
North

East

4 J10965
vy A102

¢ AK

& 653

South
INT

All pass

1. Too flat for atwo-level overcal

East carefully lead the 4 J (top of a sequence)
rather than the # 6 (4th highest)

It was the difference to get them down.

Board 6
East Dedls
E-W vul

o AOS8
vy K4

¢ J9754
*AQS8

West

3NT

4 10653
v 732
¢ A2
& 9432
N & KJ2
W e vy A108
¢ Q1086
S . K J7
e Q74
v QJ965
¢+ K3
& 1065
North East South
INT Pass
All pass

South correctly let the v Q. 4th highest v 6
would not work.



Board 7 & 82
South Dedls v J52

Both Vul ¢ AKJ103
& KQ9
« KQ1074 N 4 953
vy K4 W e vy A973
¢ 852 s ¢ Q76
& 742 & 853
& AJ6
v Q1086
¢ 94
& AJ106
West North East South
INT
Pass 3NT All pass

Again 4th highest # 7 not the best defense, as
declarer would make the contract.

# K gives much more options.

If they win the Ace, East can win diamond and
play spades back through South to defeat the
contract.

If they duck the Ace, (known as Bath coup when
holding AJx and K islead), defense has to switch
(as East discouraged by playing # 3) but which
suit ? Asyour only entry to make the spade tricks
isv K lead the v 4 hoping partner has the Ace.

1 down

Board 8
West Dedls
None Vul

s KQ4

v QJ74
¢ AQ94
& KJ

West
1w
2NT

& AJ1075
v 652
¢ K5
& Q98
w N - . isKs
¢ J10876
S . 1076
4 862
v 1098
¢ 32
& A5432
North East South
1e 2v 24
Pass 3NT All pass

Again 4th highest would be fatal.

& J(top of interior sequence is the best |ead)

& Jpassed tothe # K (declarer trying to "hide"
the s Q, but Souths# 2 ("low meansno") signa
showed he had it.

Spades should be led by South through West to
score max spade tricks (when he gets the lead)



Board 9

North Deals
E-W Vul
s 104 4 Q983
v 82 v AK53
¢ 8643 ¢ 52
& A10942 & Q73
& J7
v Q1097
¢ AK97
& 865
West North East South
la Pass 2¢1
Pass 2NT? Pass 3NT
All pass

1. Cheaper of four-card suits. Note that
responding 2 ¢ is FAR superior to the
dreaded 2 NT, which always makes
opener's life awkward (and would make
him dummy on an opening club lead
from West - ouch).

2. 15-16 balanced

East wisely lead the v A and alook at dummy
(and his partners discouraging ¥ 2 discard) told
him to switch suits.

Remembering declarer opened 14, and looking
at dummy's strong diamonds, it was clear to
switch to clubs. # 3 (key play) won by West with
the# A, declarer following with the % J, and
helpfully returned the & 10.

Placing, asit did, the # 9 also with West, East
knew to unblock his# Q under declarers# K.

Declarer forlornly led a second heart. East rose
with the king, and lead his third club.

West could win with the # 9 and table histwo
long clubs. Down two.

4th highest lead again allows them to make
3NT.

Board 10
East Deals
Both Vul
4 J108 & KQ5
v J97 vy K65
¢ 1097 ¢ AQJ4
& A1042 & KQ8
4 97642
v 432
¢ K86
& 75
West North East South
2NT Pass
3NT All pass

South led the # 7 (interior sequence).

North won the ace, and declarer dropped an
unblocking queen, to facilitate reaching dummy
in order to take the diamond finesse.

It was clear to North that the 7 couldn't be
"fourth highest" (there were just two higher cards
unaccounted for: king-nine). So with no futurein
spades, he started studying the heart position.
The trouble with leading alow heart is that
declarer can let the lead run to dummy, and still
hold the guarded king as a second stopper.

North must make a "surrounding play", beating
dummy's highest card. At trick two North found
the only card in his hand to defeat the game: v Q

Declarer covered with the v K, and needing to
take the diamond finesse crossed to the 4 Jand
ranthe ¢ 10. Southwonthe ¢ K,andled a
second heart. North beat dummy's v 9 with the
v 10, cashed the v A, felling dummy's ¥ J, and
followed with the ¥ 8. Down one.



Board 11 o AK75
South Deals v KQ

None Vul ¢ 1096
# Q1095
& J9842 N 3
v 1085 W £ 97432
¢ 72 s KQ843
& AG4 K3
¢ Q106
v AJ6
¢ AJS5
& J872
West North East South
INT
Pass 2al 242 Pass?
Pass 3NT# All pass

1. Stayman - "any four-card majors?"

2. A frisky overcall, with onethingin
mind: helping partner with his lead.

3. Nomagjor - equivalenttoa2 ¢ reply

4. Rather wishing he had simply jumped to
3 NT last time - robbing East of hislead-
directing overcall.

If not for the lead directing overcall, West would
have led 4th highest # and the contract makes.
West leads ¢ 7, declarer played ¢ 9, and East
realised if he played the autopilot ¢ Q, declarer
would prevail by ducking. He would win a 2nd
(low) ¢ with the ¢ J, and, when he knocked out
the 2 top #s, West would have no ¢ sto lead.

& swould be set up before ¢ s, and declarer
would make his game.

Realising this, East withheld his ¢ honours at
Trick 1, instead playing an encouraging eight
(key play). And he did not cover the# Q at trick
2 either, letting his partner win his hoped-for ace,
whilst he still had a4 remaining.

West's second ¢ went to East's ¢ Q & declarer
was sunk. Hewonthe ¢ A, tested ¢ s, to see if
there were 4 tricks, but when East discarded on
2nd round, tried a2nd #. No good. East won his
& K and cashed the ¢ Q43. Down 1

Board 12
West Deals
N-SVul
s 4 4 J108762
vy AQ1052 v 73
¢ J103 ¢ Q7
& KQ104 & 753
& K3
v J64
¢ A98652
& 82
West North East South
1lv INT? Pass 3NT?
All pass

1. 15-19 balanced with a heart "stopper"
2. A good gamble, hoping diamonds can be
set up.

East realised that trying to set up his spades was
likely to be futile, for the lack of re-entriesto his
hand. Heled the ¥ 7, partner's suit (admittedly
an opener).

West beat dummy's ¥ 4 with v 10, and declarer
ducked his¥ K (best - to sever defensive
communications). At trick 2 West cashed the
v A, and hethenled a3rd v, declarer winning
thev K and East discarding a# .

Needing to set up dummy's ¢ s, declarer cashed
the ¢ K and East realised he needed to unblock
so played the ¢ Q.

Provided East dropshis¢ Q onthe ¢ K (indeed
he could have discarded the blacking card on the
thirs ¥ ), then declarer must lose the 3rd ¢ to
West, who has two length winnersin ¥ to cash.
Down one.



Board 13 & J4
North Deals v AQ98
Both Vul ¢ J7
& K10952
4 AKQ108 N & 75
v 532 W E v KJ106
¢ 964 = ¢ AQI10
& 63 & A874
4 9632
v 74
¢ K8532
& QJ
West North East South
1% Passt 1e
le Pass 3NT? All pass

1. Unsuitable for atake-out double (not
enough spades) or a1 NT overcall (not
enough points).

2. Catching up. Arguably worth just 2NT
facing an overcall, but East stretches for
the vulnerable game bonus.

South had to decide whether to lead from his¢ s
(a"medium" holding); or partner's s (a "good"
holding). If both were "medium" it would
normally be judicious to prefer partner's; with
partners being "good", it was clear to lead the

s Q.

The # Q was allowed to hold, but North
carefully overtook the & Jwith the # K, so that
(when declarer again withheld his ace, he could
continue with the ten.

Declarer took his ace thistime, ran five rounds of
spades (the jack falling), but needed to promote
(at least) the v K. North jumped in withthe v A,
and cashed his# 9 then # 2. Down one

On an opening ¢ lead, contract would have
made.

Board 14  K10853
East Deals v AJ9
None Vul ¢ 532
& A3
s 74 N & AJ6
vy Q8752 W e vy K4
¢ A87 ¢ KQJ
* Q87 S . K J1094
& Q92
v 1063
¢ 10964
& 652
West North East South
1% Pass
lv 1le 2NT? Pass
3NT All pass
1. (17-18)

South correctly led the # 2 (partners suit),
because he held a significant honour (ie. jack or
above). Declarer did as well as he could, beating
Norths king with the ace, and leading a# to the
gueen. However North won the ace, and led
back a second spade.

Reading South for the # Qs - North would have
followed with the queen (cheaper) of his king-
gueen - declarer played low from hand. Thiswas
best - but no good.

South won the # 9, cashed the# Q (felling
declarers# J, and switched to aheart. As hoped,
North won the ace and could cash his two long
spades. Down two.

Had South led the # Q, declarer has a second
stopper (¢ J) and romps home in his game (via2
X#S,3x¢s and4 x#s)



Board 15

South Dedls
N-SVul
4 J10982 & 43
v 843 v 10962
¢+ KQ3 ¢ A2
& 96 & Q10742
& A5
vy KJ7
¢+ J8654
& AKS8
West North East South
1le¢
Pass 1le Pass INT?
Pass 3NT All pass
1. (15-16)

Declarer won West's# Jwith his# A and,
needing to force out the threetop ¢ s, led a ¢ .
West correctly played low; and East won the ¢ A
to lead his second # . Dummy's & Q beat West's
# 8and asecond ¢ wasled. West won his¢ Q
and led the # 10 to drive out dummy's last spade
stopper.

Declarers heart was sinking, but, hoping that it
was East who held the remaining honour, led a
third ¢ . No good - West won the ¢ K, cashed
the# 9felling dummy's# 7, then beat the game
by caching the lowly ¢ 2.

Down one.

Could declarer have done better ? Hard asitisto
believe, he can make his game if he ducks the
opening ¢ K lead ! Yes - in spite of holding 3
stoppers in the suit, this hold-up play ensured
that East has no spade to lead when he wins his

¢ A. All declarer losesisthat ¢ plusthethree
top ¢ s.

Board 16 o KJ74
West Deals v 832
E-W vul ¢ 10982
)
o AQ103 4 952
v K vy AQJ95
¢ A63 ¢ KJ7
& J10762 & 98
4 86
v 10764
¢ Q54
& AQ43
West North East South
1% Pass 1lv Pass
le Pass 2NT Pass
3NT All pass

South did not need to delve quite so deep to find
the best lead. He merely considered that the
opponents would have declared gamein 4 s
rather than notrumps if they had an eight-card fit.
Therefore his partner held four # s, nicely located
over dummy's length. Given the unattractiveness
of leading the unbid suit (¢ s) from Q54 he
fished out the # 8 - and found that it was the
only lead to defeat the game.

Declarer played low from dummy and saw North
win the 4 J. North returned the ¢ 10, to the JQA.
Declarer cashed thev K, crossed ot the ¢ K, ran
his four remaining ¥ s, then needed a successful
finesse against the 4 K. WHen a spade to the Q
lost to Norths # K, the defense could cash one ¢
and 3 #s- down two

An opening ¢ lead gives declarer an immediate
othtrick viathe ¢ J. And aneutral ¥ giveshim
time to set up the clubs.



Board 17 o AJ
North Deals vy A1065
None Vul ¢ 863
& AK54
& K106 N o Q9754
v J832 W e v Q94
¢ K7 ¢ 1095
£ Q932 S . 310
4 832
vy K7
¢ AQJ42
& 876
West North East South
lv Pass 2¢
Pass 2NT? Pass 3NT
All pass
1. (15-16)

East led the # 5, and West correctly contributed
the # K. Declarer wonthe# A.[Therewas only
one lower outstanding # , so East could not have
six cards (in which case he would have two
lower cards than his fourth from the top).
Therefore West held (at least) three# s, so
ducking the ace could not exhaust West of 4 s,
and had no benefit.]

At trick 2 declarer led a4 to dummy's ¢ J,
hoping East held the ¢ K, anecessary risk. A
happy West grabbed his K and enthusiastically
fired back the # 6.

East was less buoyant, as he beat declarer'ss J
withthe# Q. For the4 10 was till out and,
regardless whether his partner or declarer held
the card, it would prevent the flow of the suit.

In fact it was West who won East's third ¢ with
thes 10. Play now stood still as West absorbed
what he had done. He had blocked the suit. He
was unable to reach East's hand.- with its two
long # s, and declarer was able to win his# exit,
then cash his promoted ¢ splustop cardsin v s
and #s. 9 tricks and game made.

West should have returned the4 10 at Trick 3
(key play), top of a remaining doubleton. Now
after beating declarer's4 Jwith the 4 Q, East
would cash the master # 9, West underplaying it
with his 4 6, then follow with the seven-four.
Down 1

Board 18 & 6
East Deals v Q1086
N-SVul ¢ AK75
® 9865
4 9732 N 4 KQJ105
v A W e vy KJ3
¢ QJ1o ¢+ 86
& A10742 S . KQJ
4 A84
v 97542
¢ 9432
&3
West North East South
le Pass
44 All pass

South led the # 3, and declarer won in hand, and
led a sneaky 5 of trumps. South was not to be
fooled however, rising sharply with the ace, in
the hope of scoring both hislow trumps by
trumping clubs.

At Trick three South switched to a4 (looking at
dummy, this was the only possible suit in which
partner might win the lead). North beat dummy's
¢ 10 withthe ¢ K, winning thetrick. [You can
see why it is standard defensive policy to win
with the cheaper card - it enable spartner to
deduce that you must have the higher card - or
declarer would win the trick. Here declarer
would clearly beat the ¢ K withthe ¢ A should
he have the card, so North was marked with it].

North returned a 2nd # - South's intentions were
clear - he wanted to trump #s. South duly
trumped, and returned a2nd ¢ . North's¢ A won
the trick and athird # wasled, a somewhat
frustrated declarer seeing another winner being
trumped. Down 2

Singleton lead here was very powerful.



