Board 1 & AQ753
North Deals v KJ6
None Vul ¢ 10852
* Q
& J98 N & 104
v AQ9 W E v 8532
¢ AJ43 ¢ K7
4853 Sl . 97642
4 K62
v 1074
¢ Q96
& AKJI10
West North East South
1e Pass 2%
Pass 2¢1 Pass 442
All pass

1. Showing his5# -4 ¢ shape
2. Knowing of the eight-card spade fit, and
the values for game

East heard his opponents bid all three suitsbar v s.
It was clear to lead a ¥, but vital that East choose
the v 8 ("lead high for hate").

West won Trick 1 with v A, but was not tempted to
continue ¥ s, instead playing for his only real chance
of defeating the game (looking at dummy), partner
holding ¢ K. AT trick 2 he switched to the three of
diamonds ("lead low for like"). [Note that leading
away from an ace is perfectly admissable after
dummy istabled.]

East won the ¢ K, returned his2nd ¢ . West won
the ¢ J, cashed the ¢ A (down 1) and then, rubbing
salt into declarer's wound, ;led a4th ¢ . With East's
ten of trumps forcing out dummy's king, West's

# J98 was promoted into a trump trick. Down two.

Board 2 4 Q652
East Deals v 10
N-Svul ¢ AK543
& 1073
& 1074 N & K3
v KJ63 W e v AQ97542
¢+ QJ10 s ¢ 86
& KQ6 & A4
& AJ98
v 8
¢ 972
& J9852
West North East South
1lv Pass
3v Pass 4v All pass

South did not have an attractive lead. Rejecting a#
(leading away from an ace), and a singleton trump,

he randomly chose ¢ s ahead of #s, and picked the

# 9 ("lead high for hate").

North won Trick 1 with the ¢ K, then cashed the
¢ A. South necessarily followed with alower
diamond, and who can blame South for trying a
third ¢ , in the hope that North had been leading
"top from 2"?

No good. Declarer could have discarded a4 and
made an overtrick. Wisely, he played safely, ruffing
the third ¢ high, drawing trumps, discarding a4 on
dummy's third &, and merely conceding one # at
the end. 10 tricks and game made.

It would have been a different story had South
begun with the ¢ 7. He could have then follow
with the ¢ 9, advertising athird card, enabling
North to switchto alow # at Trick 3. South would
beat declarers4 K withe# A, and return a2nd
to North's« Q. Down one.



Board 3 & AQ4
South Dedls v 1062
E-W Vul ¢ 643
* AQJ6
& 92 N 4 85
v A854 W £ v J973
¢ KJO98 ¢ A72
2943 Sl 4 10852
& KJ10763
vy KQ
¢+ Q105
& K7
West North East South
1e
Pass 2% Pass 24
Pass 44 All pass

Leading away from a broken sequence - such as
West's diamonds - is arisky choice. However West
rejectsa v (away from an Ace), and a% (dummy's
bid suit). A trump lead might work best, but West is
rightly worried that dummy's clubs will provide
declarer with discards. He therefore gambles that his
partner holds either the¢ A or ¢ Q, and leadsthe
suit. Thetroubleisthat hislowest ¢ isthe ¢ 8-

will partner read it ?

East winsthe ¢ 8lead withthe ¢ A, (declarer
following with the ¢ 5), and hisfirst thoughts are
that his partner has made a"high for hate" lead. He
considersleading a¥ - switching to dummy's
weakest suit. Fortunately, before he turns over the
first trick and rel eases the heart, East examines the
¢ spot cards more carefully. He sees that thereis no
lower ¢ than the ¢ 8 for West to hold. Dummy has
three lower ones, he has two, and declarer has
followed with the 6th and final lower ¢ . Relatively
speaking, the ¢ 8islow. East putsthe ¥ back in his
hand, and leads a 2nd ¢ , choosing the ¢ 7 (top from
2 remaining). Phew! West beats declarers¢ 10 with
the ¢ J, cashesthe ¢ K (dfelling declarers¢ Q),
and follows by tabling the ¥ A. DOwn one.

Y ou can seethet if East had returned av at Trick 2,
West would never scorehis¢ J. Only a+¢ lead from
Eadt, crucialy through declarer's queen-ten, secures
atrick for that card.

Board 4 & JO952
West Deals vy A10742
Both Vul ¢ A
& 764
& KQ7 N s 1064
v KJ9 W £ v 85
¢ 8632 s ¢+ KQJ109
& QJ2 & AKO9
o A83
vy Q63
¢ 754
& 10853
West North East South
INT? Pass? 3NT3 All pass

1. Could be forgiven for balking at the idea of
opening 1 NT - with that aceless 4333 12
point hand

2. Closetoa?2 v overcall, but the adverse
vulnerability is off-putting

3. No point in even mentioning diamonds, as
3NT istheonly realistic gamein the
picture

North leads ¥ 4, and see partnersv Q loseto
declarersv K. At trick 2 declarer leadsa+ , and you
win your singleton ace. What next ?

Y ou know that declarer holdsthe v J - with the

v QJ, partner would have played thev Jat Trick 1
(the cheaper of the equals). A second v lead from
you will not be a successful defence, for whatever
you lead low or the v A, declarer'sv Jwill be
promoted. (Unlessin the unlikely scenario that
declarer started with ¥ KJ doubleton)

Y ou need partner to lead a2nd v, crucially through
declarers v J. To this end, you must try to put
partner on play. Looking at dummy, thereisonly
one suit that offers any hope; ¢ s. So you switch to
the & 2 right ? Wrong. If you switch to the s 2,
partner will think that you want a# return. Thisis
entirely possible from partners perspective. You
must switch to the # 9 (key play), a"high for hate"
lead. Partner will winthe# A, and you will now
know not to return a4, but rather a¥ . Souths v 6
return will beat the game (by two tricks), declarers
v 9losingto your ¥ 10, the ¥ A then felling the

v J andthev 72 cashed. A good defender
communicates effectively with their partner.



Board 5 & KQ85
North Deals v Q64
N-SVul ¢ AKJ
& J107
& 1064 N & J7
v A10753 W E v?2
¢ 9653 ¢ Q10742
& A Bl . 95432
4 A932
vy KJ98
+ 8
» KQ86
West North East South
la Pass 441
Pass 4a2 All pass

1. Splinter Bid - araiseto (at least) 44 with
¢ shortage
2. Signing off - wasted diamond values

East was pleased his singleton was the ¥ 2 (no top-
from-two/high-for-hate ambiguity). West won the

v A, cashed hissingleton # A (key play - to
facilitate the defensive crossruff), then returned a
second ¥ .

East ruffed, led asecond & for West to ruff, ruffed a
third v, then led athird # for West to ruff again.

Declarer could ruff West's fourth v (high), draw
trumps, and claim the remainder, but he was down
three.

Board 6 & 109
East Deals v 94
E-W Vul ¢ A9742
& A863
& AJ842 N 4 KQ5
vy K5 W £ vy AJ763
¢ J8 ¢ 10
% 31072 S . KQO5
& 763
v Q1082
¢ KQ653
& 4
West North East South
lv Pass
le Pass 2% Pass
3& Pass 3e Pass
44 All pass

Listening to the auction and thinking, Shape made
al the difference to North's lead. Look at his hand
plus the auction, and see if you replicate his winning
choice.

First thoughts may beto lead a4 - the unbid suit.
No good - think more deeply.

East-West have bid and supported #s. They must
hold four cards. Any ideas now ?

Right - partner can only hold one . Lead the & Al
Ignore the size of partner's card (knowing he has no
choice), andlead a2nd #.

South ruffs (no surprise), and returnsthe ¢ K.
Overtake it withthe ¢ A (you only have one
diamond trick, and must regain the lead). Then lead
athird . South ruffs again - down one.

Perhaps you should have doubled ?!



Board 7 & KJ

South Dedls v J6
Both Vul ¢ J863
® AK742
& 972 N & 43
v K984 W E v Q1052
¢ A9 ¢ K10752
£ QJ108 Sl 495
4 AQ10865
vyA73
¢+ Q4
& 63
West North East South
1e
Pass 2% Pass 24
Pass 44 All pass

Dummy had bid #s, but West was not overly
concerned - look at his club holding. Worried only
about a possible ruffing value in dummy, West led a
trump. Thiswas the only lead to beat the game

(with asecond trump to lead, should declarer duck a
heart, preparatory to athirds-round ruff). Try as he
might (and he did), declarer was unavoidably down
one.

A v /& opening lead enables declarer to ruff his
third ¥ in dummy for histenth trick, and the ¢ A
lead promotes dummy's ¢ J. Game made.

Board 8 & K102
West Deals v A
None Vul ¢ K762
& K7432
s AG64 N 4 Q853
vy KQJ943 W e v 86
LN = ¢ Q1098
& Q108 & AJ9
& J97
v 10752
¢ A543
& 65
West North East South
1lv Dbl 1a2 243
2v 3¢ Dbl4 All pass

1. Normal take-out double

2. Ignoring the double

3. Very marginal, but South wants to push his
opponents atad higher, in the light of their
part-score

4. For penalties

West led his singleton ¢ J trump against the
doubled part-score. East carefully overtaking with
the ¢ Q (in case declarer ducked).

Declarer wonthe¢ A, andled a# tothe# K (not
best - but reasonable). East won the ace, and fired
back the ¢ 10, West discarding a4 . Winning
dummy's ¢ K, declarer led alow %.

East dertly rose with the # J, keen to win the lead
in order to draw trumps. West underplayed the & J
with his# 10, enabling his partner to cash the ¢ 98
trumps (drawing all the opposing trumps), whilst he
threw a second spade and a heart. East then
switched tothe v 8.

Declarer was not enjoying proceedings one bit. He
won dummy's ¥ A and tried a 3rd %, but the writing
was on thewall. Indeed West's hand was now high
- the master cardin4 sand #s, plus3winning v s.
Declarer had garnered just the ¢ AK trumps, and
the v A. Down 6 and a massive 1700 points to East-
West.

On say, the v K lead, declarer could scramble (at
least) 6 tricks. Getting out for -800 to save game
and rubber would be poor, but no cataclysm.



Board 9 & Q97

North Deals v QJ10862
E-W Vul ¢ 104
& AK
& AB853 N & KJ2
vy K5 W £ v 743
¢ 872 ¢ K63
& QJ53 Sl . 10986
4 1064
vy A9
¢ AQJ95
& 742
West North East South
lv Pass 24¢
Pass 2v Pass 491
All pass

1. Pushing hard for the vulnerable game.

Dummy's ¢ bid isworrying, for your ¢ Kxx sitting
under the strength looks very vulnerable. The #
lead rates to be too slow, so lead an attacking ¢ in
the hope that partner holdsthe# Qor ¢ A. It's
probably your only chance.

Eastlead a# . Bingo!

On any other lead, declarer can succeed. Say East
leads a % ; declarer wins, and delaying trumps, runs
the¢ 19 at Trick 2. A 2nd ¢ tothe ¢ J, then the

¢ A, enable himto discard a4 (because ¢ s split 3-
3)

Ona# lead, West wonthe# A, and led a second
round. East won the # J, cashed the ¢ K, and West
had to scorethe ¥ K. Down one.

Board 10 4 9732
East Deals v AQl042
Both Vul ¢ 62
& 52
s AJ64 N & KQ
v K76 W £ v 983
¢+ KQ8 ¢ AJ1054
%984 S . Q107
4 1085
v J5
¢ 973
& AKJ63
West North East South
INT Pass
3NT All pass

A bit of fun (but not for declarer) testifying the
importance of the lead. South led the# A (North
discouraging with the # 2 - "throw low means no"),
then switched to the ¥ J (top from two).

Declarer covered with the ¥ K, but North won with
the v A. cashed thev QT, and followed with the

v 42. Hethen reverted to his second #. South
covred declares# 10 with the # J, cashed the # K
(felling the & Q) and scored the # 63. Down six !

4th highest # lead and they make game !!



